
              I love this country!  This thought was solidi-

fied even deeper as my husband and I had the op-

portunity to make an extended cross country road 

trip with our two grandsons, ages fifteen and thir-

teen.  As we drove from state to state visiting as 

many national parks as time would allow, I was en-

thralled with the different terrains, wildflowers and 

people of each state.  I came to the conclusion that 

we live in a very beautiful place.  As I saw the wild-

flowers blooming in the dessert I would think, “this 

is my favorite place.”  Then, we would begin to see 

mountaintops in the distance that were still capped 

by snow, “No, that’s my favorite”, I would think.  

This went on and on until we saw the diversity of 

Yellowstone National Park with all the thermal 

pools, geysers and magnificent bison herds.  I decid-

ed absolutely, it was my favorite.  You get the pic-

ture.   But, through it all, one fact remained steadfast 

- I was so proud to know that this was my country.  

Patriotism swelled in my heart.  I was so thankful to 

be an American; to live in the land of the free and 

the home of the brave.   

 Many years ago our forefathers, valuing free-

dom more than life, established this great nation.  

They understood that freedom is never really free.  

They understood that liberty demands great sacri-

fice.  Willing to make the sacrifices they eventually 

were able to pen foundational documents that we 

all recognize today.  Documents that begin with 

such statements as, “We the people,” “When in the 

course of human events,” and “In order to form a 

more perfect union.”  These words were central to 

the heart of the patriot.  But patriotism swells and 

wanes and as beautiful as it is, America is not with-

out her problems.  Many would agree that our 

elected officials have lost sight of the foundational 

ideals upon which this country was founded; a 

country that has a government “of the people, by 

the people, for the people.”  But as believers today, 

we are not without hope.  We hold to the ancient 

words of Christ who said, “If you hold to My teach-

ing, you are really My disciples.  Then you will 

know the truth and the truth will set you 

free.” (John 8:31, 32, 36)  “It is for freedom that 

Christ has set us free.” (Galatians 5:1).  Our hope is 

in a God who says to us today, “If my people, 

which are called by my name, shall humble them-

selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from 

their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 

and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 

land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14).  As we celebrate our in-

dependence as a nation, will you join me in prayer 

that our country will return once again to its de-

pendence on God?   
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“Freedom isn’t free.” How many times have you seen that saying posted? How many times have you considered the 

meaning of those words? Have you allowed them to sink into the depths of your heart and soul? 

I grew up in a military family, and now I live in a military town. Reminders of the daily sacrifices military people make 

are always easy for me to recall. Military members can be separated from their families for months at a time. Spouses 

left behind learn to manage without them, and then make room to welcome them back upon their return. There are 

constant moves, uprooting a family from one base and setting them down to create new roots at another. The transi-

tions make it difficult for any of the roots to run too deep. And then there are those who make the ultimate sacrifice…

laying down their lives for the country and the people they love. 

Our spiritual freedom was also bought at a high cost. The Walk to Emmaus reminds us that Christ died on the cross to 

pay our sin debt. His resurrection frees us from the fear of death. Christ’s example frees us to live selfless lives, free 

to care for those around us as He gives opportunity. The roots of being in God’s family through Christ hold fast no 

matter where our lives take us! 

To all who have faithfully served, or continue to serve in the United States military, I offer my humble gratitude. To all 

who have faithfully served, or continue to fight the spiritual battle to share the freedom found in Christ, I pray that 

you will keep the faith and see the mission of Christ through. 

      

                                                    Trisa Chancey 

                                                                                                                 Newsletter Committee 

Freedom Isn’t Free 

COMMUNITY GATHERINGS 

 Gathering — July 10, at 7:00 p.m., Glynn Bap-

tist, Thallman, GA. 

 Gathering — August 7, at 7:00 p.m. Waynesville 

Missionary Baptist, Waynesville, GA. 

 

We need churches that are willing to host a monthly Gathering.  

If you would like to offer your church as a location for a Gather-

ing please contact Gretchen Bell at gbell_31566@yahoo.com 

for details. 

  

 

No Emmaus Board Meeting  

in July 

The next  scheduled Board  meeting will 

be Saturday, August 15, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. 

Emmaus community members are always welcome 

at Golden Isles Emmaus Board Meetings normally 

held the third Saturday of each month at the Miller 

Building behind Brunswick First UMC. 

Golden Isles Walk to Emmaus Board 

Meeting 
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 I once spent time with my former English professor who was dying from cancer. Once he remarked that on 

particularly difficult days, he’d pull out Hemingway and read until he felt better. I was puzzled by his comment and 

pondered it for several years, until finally, while teaching The Old Man and The Sea to high school Juniors, I discov-

ered a quote about the Hemingway hero. In essence, Hemingway’s heroes encounter some major crisis in life, often 

life-threatening, such as battling an impossibly huge fish. There, in the rawness of life, the individual’s character is 

revealed. Hemingway isn’t so much concerned with the outcome of his characters’ stories as much as he is con-

cerned with how his heroes conduct themselves through life’s struggles. 

Although Hemingway was certainly not writing Christian literature, I began to understand what my professor meant by 

looking at Hemingway on difficult days. Then I wondered, if Hemingway, a secular writer, recognized heroic traits of 

individuals in times of crisis, what message is there for those of us who call ourselves Christians? How are we ex-

pected to conduct our lives in times of crisis? 

Romans 5: 3-5 states, More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's 

love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  

I once heard an Orthodox priest who had returned from a mission in China tell a story. He said just before he left to 

return to the states, several people he had worked with told him they were praying for him and all American Chris-

tians. The priest, puzzled, asked why they would pray for American Christians. Their response left an indelible im-

pression on him.  

They replied, “It must be very difficult to be a Christian in a country where you are not persecuted, so we keep you in 

our prayers, so you will remain faithful.” 

As we celebrate our many freedoms on July 4
th
, let us never forget that through adversity and tribulations, we have 

the opportunity to witness to others by demonstrating our Christian character.  In the process, God is glorified. 

DeColores! 

Lori Durham 

Newsletter Committee 

Consider Sponsorship Now 

Now is the time to begin thinking of sponsorship.  Surely you know of someone who would benefit from attending one 

of the Walks in the spring.  Do you know of someone who is a leader in the church but could use a bit of refreshing and 

encouragement?  Do you know someone who could benefit from the deeper fellowship the Emmaus Community offers?  

Do  you know of a young Christian couple who would benefit from a deeper sense of God’s grace?  Our 2016 spring 

Walks are scheduled for March 4-6, 2016 for men and March 10-13 for women.  If any of these scenarios brought some-

one in particular to mind, don’t wait until a month before the Walks begin to approach them.   Ask them now…..”Have 

you ever heard of the Walk to Emmaus?”      De Colores! 


